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member of the new Council of India which had been established
in London to assist the Secretary of State. Before his departure
he received a valedictory address from the principal European
gentlemen engaged in the administration of the Panjab. In his
reply he attributed the successes, which were commemorated,
mainly to the fact that he had, without fear favour or partiality,
persisted in choosing the best ablest and fittest men to do what-
ever work was prescribed.

He was succeeded by Sir Eobert Montgomery, who left the
Chief Commissionership of Oudh in order to take up the Lieu-
tenant-Governorship of the Panjab, and whose antecedents
marked him out as the fittest,man for the succession. Mont-
gomery assumed office at a moment when the Panjab had in
the main become quieted and free from any general danger.
Still there remained the swell with which the political sea
heaves after a long-protracted storm. Some traitorous designs
of Sikh origin having been discovered at or near Lahore, the
requisite steps were promptly taken.

Though there were many Sikhs in the city of Lahore, yet the
Muhammadan element was very considerable there. As usual,
the forerunner of treasonable agitation was an announcement
of the speedy advent of one of the prophets who are yet to
appear before the world comes to an end. The idea was to
enlist the Native civil officials secretly in the cause, and
procure the murder of the principal European officers, in the
hope that then the people would rise en masse and the Native
army mutiny once more. The very absurdity of such notions
proved the fitful state in which the Muhammadan mind then
was, swayed by every silly impulse, and rocked by every gust,

" Vain as the leaf upon the stream
And fickle as a changeful dream,
Fantastic as a woman's mood
And fierce as frenzy's fevered blood."

The priests in the mosques were preaching sermons which
contained more of politics than of religion; indeed the sa,cred
cloisters and arcades were trysting-places where the faithful
gathered in knots to hear exhortations on the duty of rebellion.